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Land of the Free 

 

 
 



Dear children, parents and carers,  
Although school is closed, we still want you to have access to high-quality  
resources.  
To help you and to provide online access to these resources, please take a look at the links 
below. They are all FREE! 
Also please follow these your teacher on Twitter for regular updates! 

- @MarshallOAHA 
- @GladmanMiss 
- @MissWilliamsY5 

Keep working hard and stay safe! 

ukhosted14.renlearn.co.uk/6698989  - This is the website which children in years 3 to 6 use to quiz 
on books they have read. Children will now be able to access this from home, Monday to Friday. 

https://ttrockstars.com/ - This is a website where children are able to practise their times tables. 

Lovereading4kids.co.uk  - An extensive library of books, including classics and brand new released, 
with reviews, plots and downloadable extracts. Sign up for free. 

https://pages.sumdog.com/ This is a website where children can complete maths and spelling 
practise. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn A website where children and parents can access 
all curriculum areas. 

Twinkl.co.uk/offer  A website where children and parents can access all curriculum areas. To access 
enter the code UKTWINKLHELPS 

https://www.duolingo.com A website where children can learn a new language. At OAHA we teach 
French. 

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/ A website where children can access all curriculum areas. 

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/homelearning A pack of work for home learning. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/ A website full of maths resources. 

https://2simple.com/free-access/ A website full of cross-curricular activities and resources. 

Pobble365.com A website with writing ideas and photo stimuli. 

https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb  Sign up for free! 

https://www.mathshed.com/en-gb Sign up for free! 

 

 

 

https://ttrockstars.com/
https://pages.sumdog.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn
https://www.duolingo.com/
https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/homelearning
https://whiterosemaths.com/
https://2simple.com/free-access/
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb
https://www.mathshed.com/en-gb
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Writing 

Activity 1 – In a fiction story, you have been 
transported to New York’s Times Square. 
Activity 2 – Christopher Columbus discovery! 
Activity 3 – Write your own American pancake 
recipe. 
Work through the Bronze, Silver and Gold 
challenges added to each activity.  

 

Reading 
Activity 1 – Read extract from Jungle Book and 

answer the questions below. 

Activity 2 - Read extract ‘Beethoven’s Hard Life’ 

and answer the questions below. 

Activity 3 - Read extract ‘Railway Children’and 

answer the questions below. 

 

Geography 

Activity – Where is the U.S.A? 

Bronze: Basic Recall Quiz  

Silver – Describe the location of the United 

States of America 

Gold – Create your own questions 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  

Activity 1 – Daily spelling activity  

Activity 2 – 10 Question Quiz 

Activity 3 – Find the full stops! 

History  

Activity – Research the history of America.  

Work through the Bronze, Silver and Gold 
challenges added to each activity.  
 

Art 

Activity -Research and take inspiration from 

Andy Warhol (an American artist) and create 

your own art work inspired by his work. 

Work through the Bronze, Silver and Gold 
challenges added to each activity.  
 

Physical Education 

Activity 1 – A thousand steps  

Activity 2 – Design a workout  

Activity 3 – Bend and Flex 

This week our project is on the Land 
of the Free, a theme in Year Five. 
Work through the activities set this 
week and try to challenge yourself 
with the Bronze, Silver and Gold 
activities. Remember you also have 
access to TTROCKS, SumDog 
Accelerated Reader and ReadOn 
and we will be setting you 
challenges on there too. In this pack, 
you will also find Music, Reading for 
pleasure and Mindfulness activities 
for you to enjoy. Have a great week 
– keep up the hard work! 
 

Maths 

Activity – adding and subtracting decimals. 

Maths is now a separate resource. If you have a 

printed pack, use the separate maths wallet 

with all of the resources inside. If you are using 

the online pack, please follow the instructions 

on the Year 5 Home Learning Page. 

 



Writing – Activity 1  

Setting: New York Times Square 

New York is a city in the United States of America. It is an extremely busy city and is one of the 

busiest pedestrian areas in the world, with an estimated population of 8.55 million people! Many 

tourists visit here and it is known to be the centre of entertainment. New York City is brightly lit with 

numerous billboards and advertisements, full of people and tourists and lots of entertainment. 

Watch these clips to help: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJwnIcj82a0  

 

 

Activity  

1) Imagine that during a fiction story, you have been transported to New York City. Here’s an 

example a fictional story where a character is transported to New York City, taken from the 

film ‘Enchanted’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnRjyqVtEHc  

2) Write the next paragraph of your story in first person using facts you know about New York 

City. Where do you enter New York City from? What do you do next? What can you see? 

What can you hear? What can you smell? How do you feel?  

3) Draw an image to add to your story – using information on what you have written in your 

paragraph.  

 

BRONZE: add adjectives (For example, bright billboards) 

SILVER: add expanded noun phrase (For example, fast, yellow taxis) 

GOLD:  add show not tell (For example, My heart was pounding.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJwnIcj82a0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnRjyqVtEHc
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/47/New_york_times_square-terabass.jpg/1200px-New_york_times_square-terabass.jpg


Writing – Activity 2 

Christopher Columbus known as ‘the man to discover America’ 

Christopher Columbus lived over 500 years ago and some remember him for being a famous 
explorer. He became famous as the explorer who found new lands called ‘The Americas’. But 
actually, many people already lived there. He found the Americas by accident! He was actually 

looking for a new way to get to China and India. Click on the links below if you would like to 
learn more about Christopher Columbus. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/columbus_christopher.shtml 

   

Activity  

1) Imagine you are an explorer (like Christopher Columbus was) and you discover a new place.  

2) Write a fact file about the place/country/island that has not yet been discovered. Answer 

questions in your fact file such as, where is this place? What continent is it on? What is the 

weather like there? How many people were on it? How can you reach this place? How big is 

it? What can you find here?  

3) Add diagrams to your fact file to help explain facts about the place that you have discovered 

to share with others once you return home.  

 

BRONZE: Add headings and subheadings to your fact file (For example, Name of Island) 

SILVER:  Add informal tips (For example, TOP TIP: Try to get smallish boat if you can!) 

GOLD: Persuade the reader to visit this place using persuasive phrases (For example, Surely 

you would like to come and visit a beautiful place like this with a private sandy beach.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/columbus_christopher.shtml


Writing – Activity 3 

A recipe is a set of instructions for preparing a particular dish, including a list of ingredients required. 

This year we have already practised writing a recipe for ‘traditional Greek cookies – Finikia’. We 

would like you to write a recipe on American Pancakes.   

EXAMPLES 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/american-pancakes (American Pancake) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/vegan_american_pancakes_76094 (Vegan American Pancake) 

American Pancakes 

Ingredients: 

200g self-raising flour 

1 and a half tsp of baking powder 

1 tbsp golden caster sugar 

3 large eggs  

25g melted butter, 

200ml milk  

vegetable oil for cooking  

maple syrup (or topping of your choice) 

 

Method:  

- Mix the flour, baking powder, caster sugar and a pinch of salt together in a large bowl. 

Create a well in the centre with the back of your spoon then add the eggs, melted butter and 

milk. Whisk together. 

- Heat a small knob of butter and 1 tsp of oil in a large, non-stick frying pan over a medium 

heat. Pour in rounds of the batter, approximately 8cm wide. (Make sure you don’t put the 

pancakes too close together as they will spread during cooking). Cook the pancakes on their 

first side for about 1-2 mins or until lots of tiny bubbles start to appear and pop on the 

surface. Flip the pancakes over and cook for a further minute on the other side. Repeat until 

all the batter is used up. 

- Serve your pancakes stacked up on a plate with a drizzle of maple syrup and any of your 

favourite toppings. 

Activity 

1)Look at the example of an American Pancake recipe or click on links below to see examples online 

of American Pancake recipes 

2)Use the information to write this recipe in your own words (you cannot just copy the example, you 

could use images to remind you of each step and then cover up the example before writing your 

own)  

3) Add a diagram to encourage and help your reader to make your American Pancake recipe 

BRONZE: Add headings, subheadings and bullet points (For example, Ingredients ) 

SILVER:  Add imperative verbs  (For example, Mix, Whisk, Stir, Serve) 

GOLD:  Add an informal tone ( For example, Add any topping you fancy!)  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/american-pancakes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/vegan_american_pancakes_76094


Geography  

BRONZE: Basic Recall Quiz  

1) List the continents of the world  

2) Write down the five oceans of the world  

3) What is the capital city of England? France? Italy? Brazil? U.S.A? 

SILVER: Locate the United States of America activity  

1) Look at the map of the world above. Can you find the United States of 

America?  

2) Describe where the United States of America is. 

For example, 

Which countries border the United States of America?  

Which oceans surround the United States of America?  

Which hemisphere is the United States of America in? North or South?  

Which countries are north of the United States of America?  

Which countries are south of the United States of America?  

GOLD: Create your own questions 

1) Write your own questions about the United States of America 

(remember you should know the answers yourself!) 

For example, what is the capital city of the U.S.A? How many states are 

there in the U.S.A? 
 



History  

Research the below the ‘A short history of America’. Take notes as your go along to refer back to. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Activity  

 

1) Refer back to the notes that you took whilst researching the information above. If you have 
access to the internet you might like to complete further research. 

2) Create an information poster about ‘the History of America’ to teach others about it. You 
can be as creative as you like but you must include facts.  
 

BRONZE: Add facts taken from the research 

SILVER:  Add facts taken from the research with clear headings, subheading and diagrams. 

GOLD:  Compare to another country (For example, American Independence day compared to St 

George’s day. Why?)  

 



Art  

Andy Warhol was an American artist, who was a leading figure in the visual art movement known as 

pop art. Andy Warhol is remembered as one of the most important American artists.  He helped 

make Pop Art important and popular around the world.  For the first time, people realised that 

cartoons, movie stars, and soup cans could be art. Warhol printed pictures of ordinary objects and 

here are some examples of his work. If you have access to the internet you might want to research 

some more of Andy Warhol’s art work.  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity  

1) Research Andy Warhol and look at the examples given above. What do you notice? What are 

the similarities? What do you notice about the colours? What do you notice about the 

objects?  

2) Choose an object (for example, a can of soup) and create your own piece of art work based 

on Andy Warhol’s work.  

3) Add colour (if possible) as influenced by Andy Warhol’s artwork.  

 

BRONZE: Draw an ordinary object and add colour if possible 

SILVER: Draw your ordinary object and print in the style of Andy Warhol – add colour is possible 

GOLD:  Justify why this art work has been influenced by Andy Warhol. Do you know any other 

artists that uses colours/techniques like this? Why?  

 



PHYSICAL 

ACTIVITY  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
Activity 1 -  
Practise these spellings every day. 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

available      

curiosity      

lightening      

mischievous      

restaurant      

vehicle      

yacht      

excellent      

forty      

stomach      

frequently      

harass      

communicate      

dictionary      

determined      

BRONZE – Look, Write , Cover, Check these ten spellings  

SILVER – Test yourself on these words 

GOLD - Write these words in a sentence 

 



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  

Activity 2 – 10 Question Quiz  

1.  Use each conjunction below once to complete the sentence below. 

 

 

It was cold ________________ the heater wasn’t working  
 

________________ Megan had forgotten her coat ________________  
 

Jacob offered to lend her one.                  

_____ 

1 mark 

 

2.  Complete the table with the singular and plural forms. 

Singular Plural 

 boxes 

baby  

 teeth 

mouse  

______ 

1 mark 

3.  Circle one verb in each pair to correctly complete the  

sentence in the present tense. 
 

Every day, she   ( ran  /  runs )   around the park and then she  

( catches  /  caught )   the train home. 

_____ 

1 mark 

 

 

and                      so                      as 



4.  Correctly insert a pair of commas into the sentence below. 
 

Jenny  and  her  friend  Ben  who  were  both  exhausted  from  walking   

all  day  finally  arrived  back  at  school  to  meet  Ben’s  mum. 

 ______ 

1 mark 

5. Change the statement below into a question. 

Do not add any additional words. 

Remember to punctuate your sentence correctly. 

 

He has got a new bike. 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

______ 

1 mark 

6.  Tick the option that shows how the underlined words are used in the sentence below. 

 

A five-year-old girl won a prize for showing bravery. 

 

     Tick one 

as a relative clause 

as a prepositional phrase 

as a noun phrase 

as a fronted adverbial  

 

7.  Draw a line to match each prefix to the correct word so that it makes a new word. 

       Prefix          Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

un marine 

sub important 

dis calculate 

mis approve 



8.  Circle all the determiners in the sentence below.  

 

The  toys  were  very  expensive  but  some  books  were  reduced   

because  there  was  a  summer  sale. 

______ 

1 mark  

 

9.  Circle one word in each set of brackets to complete the sentences in Standard English. 

 

They all sat in the classroom and ( did  /  done ) their homework. 

 

I think that she could ( of  /  have ) won the race if it hadn’t rained. 

______ 

1 mark 

10.  Add  ible  or  able  to correctly complete the words below. 

 

remark_________  vis__________ 

 

terr__________   port__________ 

______ 

1 mark  

  



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar  

Activity 3 – Add the missing full stops. 

 Read the extract of the autobiography below. 

 

BRONZE: Read the extract of the autobiography out loud  

SILVER: After reading the extract, check that full stops have been used correctly and choose 

where the full stops should go.  

GOLD: Write out the extract in your neatest handwriting and add in the full stops where 

they should be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Aquaman. 

My entrance to the world was surely a real indicator of how incredible my life was going to be.  Son of the 
Queen of Atlantis and a wizard, I was abandoned on a reef, only to be found by a group of dolphins and 
adopted by the Queen of the Dolphins. Who knows how different my life may have been had she not done 
so?.  
 
I was propelled to stardom when I became one of the seven founding members of the original Justice 
League of America. It was during this time that we invented a water suit so that I could walk on land for an 
indefinite amount of time. (I had become increasingly frustrated that I was on the clock when on the water).  
Although I’m best known for my ability to communicate with fish, I have plenty of other abilities I’m pretty 
much indestructible, have super strength, super speed, and enhanced reflexes e.g. I can catch a Flying Fish 
before it hits the water. Life is good.  Swimming alongside me, is my wife Mera, who possesses superpowers 
of her own She has the ability to control water. and is powerful enough to carry an entire army out to sea. 
She often calls us “The Golden Couple of the sea”. I think she’s probably spot on  
 

 

 

 



Reading  

Activity 1 – Jungle Book  

 
The Jungle Book 
Excerpt from Mowgli’s Brothers 

Shere Khan the tiger has attacked a woodcutter’s camp, but their young child has escaped 

him and walked into the cave of a family of wolves. The Tiger has tracked the child to the 

cave and wants his prey to be handed over to him.  

Shere Khan had jumped at a woodcutter’s campfire, as Father Wolf had said, and was 

furious from the pain of his burned feet. But Father Wolf knew that the mouth of the cave 

was too narrow for a tiger to come in by. Even where he was, Shere Khan’s shoulders and 

forepaws were cramped for want of room, as a man’s would be if he tried to fight in a 

barrel. 

“The Wolves are free people,” said Father Wolf. “They take orders from the Head of the 

Pack, and not from any striped cattle-killer. The man’s cub is ours – to kill if we choose.” 

“Ye choose and ye do not choose! What talk is this of choosing? By the bull that I killed, am I to stand 

nosing into your dog’s den for my fair dues? It is I, Shere Khan, who speak.” 

The tiger’s roar filled the cave with thunder. Mother Wolf shook herself clear of the cubs and sprang 

forward, her eyes, like two green moons in the darkness, facing the blazing eyes of Shere Khan. 

“And it is I, Raksha [The Demon], who answer. The man’s cub is mine, Lungri – mine to me! He shall 

not be killed. He shall live to run with the Pack and to hunt with the Pack; and in the end, look you, 

hunter of little naked cub – frog-eater – fish killer – he shall hunt thee! Now get hence, or by the 

Sambhur that I killed (I eat no starved cattle), back thou goest to thy mother, burnt beast of the 

Jungle, lamer than ever thou earnest into the world! Go!” 

Father Wolf looked on amazed. He had almost forgotten the days when he won Mother Wolf in a 

fair fight from five other wolves, when she ran in the Pack and was not called The Demon for 

compliment’s sake. Shere Khan might have faced Father Wolf, but he could not stand up against 

Mother Wolf, for he knew that where he was she had all the advantage of the ground, and would 

fight to the death. So he backed out of the cave-mouth growling, and when he was clear he shouted 

–  

“Each dog barks in his own yard! We will see what the Pack will say to this fostering of man-cubs. 

The cub is mine, and to my teeth he will come in the end, O bush-tailed thieves!” 

Mother Wolf threw herself down panting among the cubs, and Father Wolf said to her gravely –  

“Shere Khan speaks this much truth. The cub must be shown to the Pack. Wilt thou still keep him, 

Mother?” 

“Keep him!” she gasped. “He came naked, by night, alone and very hungry; yet he was not afraid! 

Look, he has pushed one of my babes to one side already. And that lame butcher would have killed 

him and would have run off to the Waingunga while the villages here hunted through all our lairs in 

revenge. Keep him? Assuredly I will keep him. Lie still, little frog. O thou Mowgli – for Mowgli the 

Frog I will call thee – the time will come when thou wilt hunt Shere Khan as he has hunted thee.” 



 

Questions for The Jungle Book  
 BRONZE 

Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the paragraph beginning Shere Khan had jumped ... Find and copy one word that 
means very angry. 
  
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  … this fostering of man-cubs … What does the word fostering mean in this sentence? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  … And that lame butcher … Which of the following is closest in meaning to lame in this 
sentence? Circle one. 
 
  vicious   weak   injured   hopeless 
 
 
Retrieval: 
 
4.  Who did the wolves take their orders from? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  What were Mother Wolf’s eyes compared to? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Complete the sentence below. 
 
Father Wolf had earned the right to be Mother Wolf’s partner by ...  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
7. Complete the table below with one piece of evidence to support each statement. 
 

 Evidence 

Shere Khan is angry 
with the wolves. 

 

Mother Wolf could be 
dangerous. 

 

 
8. “Each dog barks in his own yard!” This means … (tick one) 
 

Everyone is braver when they are in their own home. 

Wolves make good guard dogs. 

I don’t believe you. 

Wolves are only fit to be pets. 

 
9. Why was Mother Wolf impressed that Mowgli had pushed one of her cubs to one side? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
__________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
__________ 

SILVER 
Summarise: 
 
10. Which statement is the best summary of the whole extract? Tick one. 
  
  Shere Khan is frightened of the wolves. 

  The wolves want to annoy Shere Khan. 

  The wolves will let Shere Khan have Mowgli when they have finished with 

him. 

  The wolves think it will be a mistake to let Shere Khan have Mowgli. 

 

 

 

 



 
Meaning as a whole: 
11. Draw lines to match each part of the story to its correct quotation.  
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
GOLD 

Predict 
13. Based on what you have read, what do you think Shere Khan will do about Mowgli? 
 

      
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past events 

Setting 

Action  

Character 

… the mouth of the cave was too narrow for a tiger 

to come in by. 

Mother Wolf shook herself clear of the cubs and 

sprang forward ...  

Shere Khan had jumped at the woodcutter’s fire … 

 
He had almost forgotten the days when … she was 

not called The Demon for compliment’s sake. 



Reading  

Activity 2 –  Beethoven’s Hard Life  

Beethoven’s Hard Life 
 

There is a popular saying that you have to suffer for your art. Perhaps in Beethoven’s 

case, the greater the art, the greater the suffering. 

Ludwig van Beethoven is widely acknowledged to be one of the greatest musical 

composers of all time. Even if you could not name any of his works, you would undoubtedly 

recognise at least one if it were played to you. His Moonlight Sonata and Fifth Symphony are 

prime examples. It is perhaps amazing that someone could create so many works of great joy 

and beauty when you contemplate how much pain and ugliness there was in his life. 

Early years 

Born in Bonn, Germany, in 1770, he was one of seven children, although only three of them 

survived childhood. From an early age, Ludwig was seen as having a rare gift for music and his talent 

was developed by a succession of local tutors. Most of them were not very kind, however, and often 

treated him so badly they made him cry. One of them even had problems sleeping and would drag 

the poor little boy out of bed in order to practise. 

Despite these hardships, he was soon writing his own music and his first collection of 

compositions was published when he was only thirteen years old. Not long after that, he travelled to 

Vienna – the capital of Austria and a major centre of the arts at that time – in order to continue his 

education. Within a year, however, he had to return to Bonn as his mother had died and his father 

was unable to look after his brothers, so that responsibility fell to Ludwig for the next five years. 

Along with his family tragedies, his love-life was causing him a great deal of heartache. His 

musical ability and reputation meant that he was often asked to give lessons to members of upper-

class families. He fell in love with at least two of the young women he was tutoring but was unable 

to marry them as he had not been born into wealth and privilege, which meant he was not seen as 

being good enough for them. 

Loss of hearing 

Of all your senses, which would be cruellest to lose if you were a musician? Perhaps the greatest 

tragedy to befall Beethoven was when he started losing his hearing in his late twenties. It is not clear 

what caused it, but we do know that he suffered from a severe form of tinnitus – a condition which 

makes you hear noises which are not there, such as buzzing or bells ringing. By the time he was 44 

years old, he was totally deaf. Amazingly, he continued composing wonderful music but when one of 

his works was performed for the first time, he had to be turned around to see the audience clapping 

because he couldn’t hear the thunderous applause. 

It also didn’t help that much of Europe was at war while he was composing. The famous French 

general and emperor Napoleon was rampaging all over the continent and, in 1809, he attacked 

Vienna. The noise of the bombardment was so loud that Beethoven was worried it would ruin what 

was left of his hearing. In order to protect himself, he hid underground during the assault and 

covered his head with pillows. 

Bad behaviour 

Given all his problems, it is perhaps not surprising that Beethoven was known to be rather rude. 

If he noticed people in the audience talking while he was performing, he would just stop. He also 

refused to show much respect for the ruling classes. One archduke decided that the normal rules of 

polite society should not apply to Ludwig, presumably because there was no point in hoping he 

would follow them! 



His health deteriorated and he eventually died in 1827 at the age of 56. Some 20,000 people 

turned out to show their respects at his funeral procession. For all his faults and misfortunes, he had 

still managed to produce an enormous collection of outstanding music. He may have suffered 

terribly but we have all benefited from his genius, whether we know it or not. 

Bronze 
Vocabulary:  
 
1. Look at the second paragraph. Find and copy one word meaning accepted. 
  
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  … when you contemplate … What does the word contemplate mean in this sentence? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  … His health deteriorated … This means that his health … Circle one. 
 
 stopped him working  got worse    kept people away  improved 
 
Retrieval: 
 
4.  Where was Beethoven born? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.  How many of Beethoven’s brothers and sisters died in childhood? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What is the name of the hearing disorder Beethoven suffered from? 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference: 
 
7. Complete the table below with one piece of evidence to support each statement. 
 

 Evidence 

Beethoven’s ability was 
recognised during his 
life. 

 

Beethoven continued 
to be respected after 
his death. 

 

 



Silver 
Summarise: 
10. Here are some summaries of different events in the text. Number them from 1 to 4 to 
show the order in which they appear. 
  
  Beethoven first travelled to Vienna. 

  Beethoven’s mother died. 

  Beethoven had horrible teachers. 

  Beethoven lost his hearing. 

 
Meaning as a whole: 
11. Draw lines to match each section to its main content.  
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold 
Authorial intent: 
12. … in Beethoven’s case, the greater the art, the greater the suffering ... What impression 

does this give you of both Beethoven and his life? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Compare: 
14. According to the text, give one way that: 
 

a. Beethoven’s life was very difficult. 
 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Introduction 

Early years 

Loss of hearing 

Bad behaviour 

Most people can recognise at least one of 

Beethoven’s compositions. 

People made excuses for Beethoven’s rudeness.  

Beethoven developed tinnitus. 

 

Beethoven was dragged out of bed to practise music. 



________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
b. Beethoven’s life wasn’t all bad. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading  

Activity 3 – The Railway Children 

The Railway Children by E.Nesbit (Chapter 1)                         
They were not railway children to begin with. I don't suppose they had ever thought 
about railways except as a means of getting to Maskelyne and Cook's, the Pantomime, 
Zoological Gardens, and Madame Tussaud's. They were just ordinary suburban 
children, and they lived with their Father and Mother in an ordinary red-brick-fronted 
villa, with coloured glass in the front door, a tiled passage that was called a hall, a 
bath-room with hot and cold water, electric bells, French windows, and a good deal 
of white paint, and 'every modern convenience', as the house-agents say.  

There were three of them. Roberta was the eldest. Of course, Mothers never have 
favourites, but if their Mother HAD had a favourite, it might have been Roberta. Next came 
Peter, who wished to be an Engineer when he grew up; and the youngest was Phyllis, who 
meant extremely well. 

Mother did not spend all her time in paying dull calls to dull ladies, and sitting dully at home 
waiting for dull ladies to pay calls to her. She was almost always there, ready to play with the 
children, and read to them, and help them to do their home-lessons. Besides this she used to 
write stories for them while they were at school, and read them aloud after tea, and she 
always made up funny pieces of poetry for their birthdays and for other great occasions, such 
as the christening of the new kittens, or the refurnishing of the doll's house, or the time when 
they were getting over the mumps. 

These three lucky children always had everything they needed: pretty clothes, good fires, 
a lovely nursery with heaps of toys, and a Mother Goose wallpaper. They had a kind and merry 
nursemaid, and a dog who was called James, and who was their very own. They also had a 
Father who was just perfect—never cross, never unjust, and always ready for a game—at 
least, if at any time he was NOT ready, he always had an excellent reason for it, and explained 
the reason to the children so interestingly and funnily that they felt sure he couldn't help 
himself. 

You will think that they ought to have been very happy. And so they were, but they did not 
know HOW happy till the pretty life in the Red Villa was over and done with, and they had to 
live a very different life indeed. 

The dreadful change came quite suddenly. 

Peter had a birthday—his tenth. Among his other presents was a model engine more 
perfect than you could ever have dreamed of. The other presents were full of charm, but the 
Engine was fuller of charm than any of the others were. 

Its charm lasted in its full perfection for exactly three days. Then, owing either to Peter's 
inexperience or Phyllis's good intentions, which had been rather pressing, or to some other 
cause, the Engine suddenly went off with a bang. James was so frightened that he went out 
and did not come back all day. All the Noah's Ark people who were in the tender were broken 
to bits, but nothing else was hurt except the poor little engine and the feelings of Peter. The 
others said he cried over it—but of course boys of ten do not cry, however terrible the 
tragedies may be which darken their lot. He said that his eyes were red because he had a cold. 
This turned out to be true, though Peter did not know it was when he said it, the next day he 



had to go to bed and stay there. Mother began to be afraid that he might be sickening for 
measles, when suddenly he sat up in bed and said: 

“I hate gruel—I hate barley water—I hate bread and milk. I want to get up and have 
something REAL to eat.” 

Bronze 
 
1. … They were just ordinary suburban children… Which of the below is closest in meaning to 
suburban? Tick one. 
 
 live on the edge of a large town/city   live in the countryside 
 
 live in central London     live in a village 
 
2.  In the first paragraph, it says their house had ‘every modern convenience…’  What does 
convenience mean in this sentence? Circle one.   
 
  comfort        hardship                electricity    furniture
  
 
3.  They also had a Father who was just perfect – never cross, never unjust… What does 
never unjust mean?  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retrieval: 
 
4.  What did the children currently use the railways for?  
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
_______ 

 
5.   What did their father do if he was not ready to play games with the children?  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  What happened to upset Peter shortly after his birthday?  
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Inference: 
 
7. How do you know something is going to happen to the family later in the story?   
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Silver 
Summarise: 
 
10. Here are some summaries of different paragraphs. Number them from 1 to 5 to show 
the order in which they appear in the text. 
  
  The children are only aware of the railways as a way of getting around.  

  They children had everything they needed at home.   

  Peter is affected by the loss of his new engine.   

  Their mother writes things for them for different reasons.      

  The three children were called Roberta, Peter and Phyllis.  
 

Gold 
Compare: 
13. How is their mother different to other ladies of that time?  
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Together  

Read aloud or read to somebody at home.  

 

The Kite 

Tyler had been looking forward to his birthday for weeks. Now he was down to his last 

present. It was long, thin and light. No way could it be the remote-controlled car he had 

longed for. 

“And this is from Great Uncle Gordon,” said his mum, trying to 

sound more cheerful than she was feeling. She had done her 

best, but she could tell Tyler was disappointed. 

He tore off the paper. It was a kite. “Great,” muttered Tyler and threw it to one side. Then 

he stomped off to his room. Mum quietly slipped the kite out of sight. 

A couple of months later, the family were in the local park. It was a bright, breezy day. 

Tyler was running around, having a great time scrambling over the climbing frames and 

chasing his friends around. Now and again, he jogged over to take a sip 

from his bottle of water. “You know that kite you got for your birthday?” said Mum. “Mind 

if we give it a go?” 

“Go for it,” replied Tyler before dashing off again. 

Dad watched while Mum and Dylan, Tyler’s younger sister, set up the kite. Mum checked 

which way the wind was going, then held on to the ends of the twin strings while Dylan held 

the kite above her head. 

Mum walked backwards about thirty paces. Dylan stretched as high as she could. There was 

a strong gust. Mum tugged on the strings and the kite jerked out of Dylan’s hands. 

“Hooray!” cried Dylan as the kite climbed into the sky with its colourful tail swirling beneath 

it. 

“Come and have a go,” said Mum. 

Dylan squealed and gasped as it ducked and danced on the breeze. Suddenly, Tyler was by 

her side, asking to have a go. She handed him the string holders. Mum gave him a few tips 

on what to do. Soon, he was laughing and cheering. He couldn’t take his eyes 

off it. Before long, he was able to control each spiral and swoop. It was only when his arms 

started to ache that he let the others have another go. “Happy birthday, love,” grinned 

Mum.  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



Music  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Mindfulness  

 



Mindfulness colouring  

 



Mindfulness – Tell a joke a day! 

We hope you enjoy these jokes year 5 - share them with people at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


