
Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 1 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

    

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y1 Weather and the Climate Our Locality England The United Kingdom Mapping the World, including continents 
and oceans 

Comparing England to a Non-
European country.  (Australia) 

 To use observational skills to 
record the weather over a 
year.  
To understand what the key 
weather symbols mean.  
To make links between 
weather and the 4 seasons, 
identifying which is the 
hottest and coldest season in 
the UK.  
To know that weather is a 
physical process. 

To know their address. 
To use a map or atlas to label the 
location of Scunthorpe. 
To use simple compass directions 
(N, S, E and W) and locational 
directional language (near and 
far, left and right) to describe the 
location within the school 
grounds and the local area. 
To use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of the school grounds, 
identifying key physical and 
human features. 

To use a map or atlas to label 
the location of Scunthorpe. 
To use a map or atlas to find 
and label the location of the 
capital city of England and 
the cities nearest to 
Scunthorpe. 
To locate the river Humber, 
Trent and Ouse. 
Make links to weather and 
climate from the Autumn 
term. 
 

To name locate and identify 
the characteristics of the 4 
countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.   
 
Make links to weather and 
climate from the Autumn 
term.  

To use a map, atlas and globe to name 
and locate the worlds 7 continents and 5 
oceans.   
To use geography vocabulary of direction 
and position (left and right, above and 
below, next to). 
To know the 4 compass points (N, S, E and 
W).   
To label the North and South Pole.   
 

To identify the location of Australia, 
which continent it is in and making 
links to the nearest bodies of water. 
To describe a location in Australia. 
To compare similarities and 
differences between a location in 
Australia to England, (human and 
physical features) making links to 
weather and climate.   
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Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 2 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y2 Weather and the Climate Our Locality England The United Kingdom Mapping the World, including continents 
and oceans 

Comparing England to a Non-
European country.  (Australia) 

 To know what climate is and 
the difference between 
climate and weather.  
To know the features of hot 
and cold places in the world.  
To locate and label polar, 
equatorial and desert 
climates and describe their 
physical features.   
To identify the location of 
hot and cold places in the 
world in relation to the 
equator and the North and 
South Pole.   

To use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise 
basic physical and human 
features of the local area.  
To use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of the school’s 
location in Scunthorpe, 
identifying key physical and 
human features. 
To devise a simple map of the 
local area with a key. 
To use simple compass directions 
and directional language to plan 
a route.   

To use a map or atlas to 
locate label the body of 
water between the Isle of 
White and mainland England 
and the most southern and 
northern points of England.   
To use a map or atlas to 
locate England’s highest 
peak. 
To know where the Pennines 
are in relation to 
Scunthorpe.   
Make links to weather and 
climate and identify the 
hottest and coldest places in 
England.   

To compare seasonal and 
daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom, identifying 
which are the hottest and 
coldest places and why.   
To use atlas’, maps and 
globes to identify key 
physical features of the 
United Kingdom and use 
vocabulary such as, beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, 
soil, valley and vegetation.   
To identify key human 
features of the United 
Kingdom and use vocabulary 
such as, city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour and shop. 
To explain some of the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of living in a 
city, town and village. 

To know what a continent is, which is the 
biggest and which is uninhabited and why.  
To know which is the biggest ocean is, 
which ocean is in the northern 
hemisphere and southern hemisphere.  
To know what ‘saline’ means.  
To identify natural resources / physical 
features found below the oceans.   

To identify the location of Australia, 
which continent it is in and making 
links to the nearest bodies of water. 
To compare similarities and 
differences between the Daintree 
Rainforest, Australia to a forest in the 
UK (e.g. Sherwood Forest) - human 
and physical features and including 
links to weather, climate and animals 
(Science link).   
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Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 3 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y3 Our Locality Europe The World The Water Cycle Rivers Mountains 

 To use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using maps and digital 
technology. 
To plan a journey within 
Scunthorpe. 

To identify Europe as 1 of the 7 
continents of the world.   
To use maps, atlas’ and globes to 
name and locate at least 8 of the 
countries in Europe.   
To name and locate countries 
and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers.   
  

Recap: KS1 
To locate and label the 
equator, Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, western and 
eastern hemisphere, lines of 
latitude and longitude.   
 

To know where the water 
cycle takes place.  
To illustrate and describe the 
5 steps of the water cycle 
and that it is continuous.  
To know what clouds are and 
how they are formed.  
To understand the meaning 
of precipitation. 
To draw and label different 
types of clouds and their 
correct position in the 
atmosphere.   
 

To locate the longest river in the world. 
To know how rivers are part of the water 
cycle.   
To know and label the main features if a 
river (beginning, middle, end) describe a 
water course using geographical 
vocabulary (upstream, downstream, left 
bank, right bank, channel, bed, banks.) 
To name different types of rivers 
(tributaries, streams, becks etc.). 
To draw, label and describe the 3 stages 
of the river, the features of a meander, 
features of an ox-bow lake and features of 
a delta.   
 
 
 

To define the terms landform, 
mountain, fold mountains and block 
mountains.  
To know 2 names for the top of a 
mountain. 
To name a series of mountains.  
To know the physical processes that 
create mountains.   
To know which is the highest 
mountain in England, UK and Europe.  
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Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 4 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y4 Our Locality Europe The World The Water Cycle Rivers Mountains 

 To use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area 
using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies.   
To plan a journey from 
Scunthorpe to Hull.   

To name and locate countries 
and cities Europe, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers.   
To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in 
the United Kingdom and a region 
in a European country.   
To identify which hemisphere the 
United Kingdom and the 
European country being studied 
is in.   

To know the 4 countries 
from the southern 
hemisphere and the 4 from 
the northern hemisphere. 
 

To compare and contrast the 
physical process of the water 
cycle with any other two 
physical geographical 
processes.   
To revise clouds and explain 
how meteorologists use 
clouds to forecast the 
weather.   
To compare and contrast a 
photos of a cool bright 
winter’s day with one of a 
rainy dull day.   

To know the difference between the 
sources and mouth, tributary and river, 
surface and subterranean river, meander 
and mouth. 
To name a European river with a 
meander.   
To locate the primary rivers in Europe and 
the bridges which cross them.  
To understand why most cities are located 
by a river.   
To define the terms erosion, 
transportation and deposition.    
To label the 3 stages of a river for each of 
the 5 primary rivers in Europe.   
To identify patterns between stages of a 
river and amount of erosion and 
deposition.   
To explain how river flooding affects the 
soil quality.   

To locate and label the main 
mountain ranges in Europe.  
To know the names of some of the 
world’s highest mountains. 
To label the different parts of a 
volcano. 
To describe plate tectonics and how 
volcanoes are formed. 
To compare and contrast the physical 
processes that form volcanoes, fold 
mountains and block mountains.  
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Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 5 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y5 The World Map – biomes, 
climate zones - map work 

Earthquakes and volcanoes North America 
 

Food and Natural Resources 
International Trade and 
Tourism 

Weathering – erosion and deposition, 
extreme weathers 

Climate Change and Ocean Currents 

  To define and name the 
terms of biomes and climate 
zones.   
To name the main climate 
zones (tropical rainforest, 
temperate, disiduous, forest, 
desert and tundra, grassland, 
survanna and marine.) 
To locate and label on a map 
the Earth’s biomes and 
climate zones.   
To locate and label the key 
map features on a map of 
Europe (title, compass, key 
line of longitude and latitude 
and scale). 
To describe the purpose of 
each of the features of the 
horizonal and vertical lines of 
a map.   
To describe what a grid 
reference is and how to use 
4 and 6 figure grid 
references.   
 

To know what tectonic plates are 
and what their boundaries are 
called.  
To know the 3 ways in which 
tectonic plates move and what 
happens as a result.  
To locate and label the Earth’s 
core, outer core, mantle, crust 
and the main tectonic plate 
boundaries.   
To describe the scale of 
measuring the magnitude of 
earthquakes and intensity of 
volcanoes. 
To discuss the 1906 San Francisco 
earthquake and describe the 
79CE eruption of Mount 
Versuvius. 
 

To describe the geographical 
locations of the continent of 
North America.   
To describe the diversity of 
the climate zones found in 
North America. 
To know at which latitude 
the board at which the 2 
largest countries of North 
America are.   
To locate and label the most 
popular cities, the most 
sparsely populated areas, 
rivers and mountains in 
North America. 
To compare and contrast the 
geographical location, 
population (including 
indigenous people) of North 
America with that of Europe. 
To define the term colonise 
and indigenous.   
To describe population 
changes or North America 
from 1500 – 1600.   
To know the difference 
between drought and flood, 
monsoon and blizzard, gale, 
cyclone and tornado, making 
links to North America. 

To know the reasons for 
international trade in food.   
To define food miles and 
food security.  
To list some common natural 
resources and know the 
reasons for international 
trade in natural resources.   
To know why industry areas 
and ports are important.   
 

To describe the physical process of 
weathering.  
To know the 2 types of weathering.  
To explain how landform changes due to 
process of weathering.  
To explain how change in human 
processes may lead to the reduction in 
chemical weathering.   
To identify the similarities and differences 
in erosions, depositions rivers and coasts.   

To know what an ocean current is.   
To know what creates an ocean 
current.   
To identify and label on a map the 
main ocean currents in the world. 
To explain how ocean currents effect 
the worlds climate.  
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Geography Medium Term Plan 
 

Year 6 

National Curriculum Objectives: Location knowledge 

   Place knowledge 

   Human and Physical Geography   

   Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y6 The World Map – biomes, 
climate zones - map work 

Earthquakes and volcanoes North and South America 
 

Food and Natural Resources 
International Trade and 
Tourism 

Weathering – erosion and deposition, 
extreme weathers 

Climate Change and Ocean Currents 

 To compare and contrast the 
geographical locations of the 
7 climate zones. 
To compare and contrast the 
biomes.   
To identify and describe the 
human process that affects 
each biome.   
To apply the knowledge of 4 
and 6 grid references to 
places around the world.   
 

To locate and describe the 
geographical location of the 
Pacific Rings of Fire and some of 
their features.  
To describe how plate tectonics 
give rise to the Pacific Rings of 
Fire.   
To know what subduction means. 
To consider the implications of 
the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami, the 
1906 San Francisco earthquake 
and the 79CE eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius. 
 

To describe the geographical 
locations of the continent of 
South America.   
To describe the diversity of 
the climate zones found in 
South America and compare 
to North America. 
To know at which latitude 
the boarder at which the 2 
largest countries of South 
America are.   
To locate and label the most 
populated countries, the 
most sparsely populated 
areas, , lakes and mountains 
in South America. 
To compare and contrast the 
geographical location, 
population (including 
indigenous people) of South 
America with that of North 
America. 
To use the terms colonise 
and indigenous.   
To compare and contrast 
different types of extreme 
weather, making links to 
North and South America.   

To locate and label areas 
where food security is high.   
To know which foods are 
most traded globally.   
To describe uses of natural 
resources. 
To locate and label on a map 
where most of the worlds oil 
is produced and where most 
of the worlds nickel and 
copper is produced.   
 

To understand erosion as natural physical 
process.   
To explain why erosion is more prevalent 
at the Holderness Coastline than any 
other of Europe (observe examples of 
coastal erosion at Robin Hoods Bay).   
To understand how artificial structures 
help manage erosion.   
To explain the purpose, advantages and 
disadvantages of each type of sea defence 
and label these on a map (Robin Hoods 
Bay and Holderness).  

To know how plastic pollution 
relations to ocean currents (the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch).   
To describe the physical process and 
main causes of climate change.  
To describe and explain the physical 
processes that are affecting animals 
and humans.   
To describe attempts to manage the 
effect of climate change.   
To know how to use graphs to record 
features, such as temperature and 
rainfall across the world.   
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